
May 22, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 

22, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Jennifer Bowles 

Chad Martin and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City 

Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Finance Director Linda Conover, Building Inspector Kris Bridges, Property Maintenance 

Inspector Andy Powers, Fleet Manager Lane Shively, Water Resources Director Andy Lash, 

Captain Chad Rhoades, Utilities Director Durwin Joyce, Fire Chief Ted Anderson, Inspector 

Andy Powers, and Inspector Mark Price. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member 

Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member 

Lawson, aye, Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of 

Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member 

Bowles; seconded by Council Member Lawson, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to 

return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member 

Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.    

Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to authorize the City Manager and City Attorney to 

retain the law firm of Kaufman & Canoles of Norfolk, Virginia and their associated outside 

counsel to investigate and if necessary, to pursue litigation and recover damages arising from 

the prescription and opioid abuse occurring in Martinsville; Council Member Lawson seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Lawson, 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of April 16, 2018 Budget Work Session and April 17, 

2018 Budget Work Session – Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all voting in favor. 

  Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period April 1-

June 30, 2018 – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the staff held a ceremony the day 
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before recognizing those employees with service awards and handed out those service award 

certificates.  Mayor Teague read the list and thanked those employees for their years of 

service.  

 

Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing June 3 – 9, 2018 as “RELAY FOR 

LIFE DAYS” in Martinsville and Henry County – Mayor Teague read the proclamation and 

presented it to Michelle Graham, Relay for Life representative.  Graham explained that every 

year there is a different spirit in the Relay for Life events.  This year is When you Wish Upon a 

Cure.  Graham said she was honored to accept the proclamation and happy to see the 

community come together to recognize Relay for Life Days.  
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Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s June 12, 2018 meeting for the purpose 

of receiving names of citizens interested in appointments for two 3-year terms on the 

Martinsville City School Board, beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2021 – Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to set the public hearing for the June 20 Council meeting.  

Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all members voting in favor.  Mayor Teague 

explained that interested parties are not required to attend the meeting but their name must 

be mentioned during the meeting to be considered for the vacancy. 
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Hear information from Go Healthy West Piedmont regarding the National Diabetes 

Prevention Program being offered to City employees – Vice Mayor Martin summarized the Go 

Healthy program.  Barbara Watson also explained the Go Healthy program, a 4-year initiative 

that was awarded to the West Piedmont Health District.  Go Healthy partners with food 

pantries, local giving gardens, the Dan River Basin Association, Complete Streets, libraries, 

faith-based organizations, and others. Christopher Hairston, a trained lifestyle coach and 

successful participant in the program was present to share his story, stating that he has lost 

weight and gained energy with the help of the program. More information can be found on the 

Go Healthy West Piedmont website. 

Approval of Open Space ordinance on second reading – City Manager Towarnicki briefly 

detailed previous discussions regarding the ordinance and Council discussions.  Council 

Member Hodge made a motion to approve the ordinance on second reading; Council Member 

Bowles seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  Council Member Hodge, aye; 

Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Lawson, nay; Mayor Teague, aye; and Vice 

Mayor Martin, aye.  Ordinance passed with a 4-1 vote. Council Member Hodge confirmed that 

the decision to approve the ordinance was not political.  



May 22, 2018 Council Meeting 

 

Hear information from Building Inspections regarding demolition of structures within 

the City – Building Inspector Kris Bridges detailed information requested previously by Council 

related to a demolition list of local properties, rating them by priority or necessity as well as a 

history of where demolitions have occurred in previous years.  Demolition of a single home 

could vary from $4,000-$22,000 depending on asbestos inspections.  There is only $15,000 in 

the budget to cover the top 10 properties on the list.   Mayor Teague requested that 

Inspections should start action towards the top 10 properties.  Council Member Lawson 

emphasized that those properties targeted were not based on particular neighborhoods, it is 

complaint based.  Targeted properties are determined by complaints, street-by-street 

inspections, and previous fire damage that has not been repaired.  Council Member Hodge 

asked about renovation versus demolition.  Mayor Teague suggested a work session to address 

creating a program to address those referenced properties. 
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Hear a staff update on operations of the City’s Electric and Water Resources 

Departments – Utilities Director Durwin Joyce presented information regarding the Electric 

Department through March 2018. Mayor Teague asked Joyce to provide specifics on the most 

recent five outages at his next Council update.  



May 22, 2018 Council Meeting 



May 22, 2018 Council Meeting 

 



May 22, 2018 Council Meeting 

 

 Water Resources Director Andy Lash presented information regarding the Water and 

Wastewater departments for the past 10 months through April 2018.  Lash confirmed that the 

May 18 flooding was an inconvenience and some equipment was damaged but there were no 

notable setbacks.  There is a pump-around being used on the water breaks relating to the 

flood damage. City Manager Towarnicki explained that the repair to the damage at Sam Lions 

Trail would take approximately 6 weeks to complete.  Residents in that area have sewer 

services thanks to temporary fixes and the department is working to resolve some water 

pressure concerns. Council Member Bowles emphasized that aging infrastructure is a 

nationwide concern, not just local to Martinsville. 
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 Consider approval of a resolution approving and confirming a Declaration of Local 

Emergency – City Manager Towarnicki detailed some of the recent flood damages within the 

City and the procedure to declare a local state of emergency and what that declaration would 

mean to the City and residents.  The resolution is no guarantee for assistance but opens doors 

for applications for assistance; approval for assistance could still take up to a year to receive. 

Towarnicki emphasized that there is no guarantees for assistance to help property owners.  If 

a homeowner is uninsured or under-insured, there are resources that could be brought into 

play with other agencies and volunteer agencies.  Towarnicki explained that the damaged 

areas are unstable and roped off for the safety of residents. He encouraged people to avoid 

those areas and not allow children to play around those areas.  Council Member Bowles made 

a motion to approve the resolution; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all 

voting in favor.   
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Consider approval of Consent Agenda –Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the schools request for funds to repair the roof at Albert Harris School, Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  Council Member Lawson made 

a motion to approve the remaining consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street presented City Attorney. 

Monday and Vice Mayor Martin with a copy of a receipt of his payment of his FOIA request.  

Gloria Hylton, 402 Second Street asked if the 520 Fayette Street property is on the demolition 

list and said the church she attends would be very interested in purchasing the property if it 

becomes available, detailing costs the church as accrued to clean up that adjacent lot 

overgrowth that infringes the church property.  Hylton also questioned 410 Fayette Street 

adjacent to her parent’s property that she has maintained for years.  There are several places 

on Fayette Street that are in dire need of attention and she hopes those properties can be 

added to the demolition list.  There is property at 813 B Street, corner of Second Street which 

she has reported to property maintenance regarding grass maintenance.  Kerry Smith of 

Hairston Funeral Home has reported three unsafe buildings near their property.  The 

buildings are considered historical but have overgrowth of vines and grass as well as trash, 

drug and sexual activity, excess of cats, kittens and rodents.  Smith asked that the City work 

to get the buildings added to the demolition list.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles shared that the New 

Heights Foundation would be offering the Second Annual Back to School Bash with free food 

and drinks, youth activities, book bag giveaways, coupons for haircuts, and more.  

Scholarships are also available and interested parties can apply beginning July 28.  Bowles 

thanked Warrior Tech for allowing her to be a judge.  She congratulated Martinsville High 

School students who received the Big M award and the seniors who received the Big M trophy.  

Bowles thanked City employees for their response during the storms.  She thanked the staff 

for working on the budget.  Vice Mayor Martin congratulated Martinsville and Carlisle 

students.  Council Member Lawson had the privilege to present the Delvin Hairston 
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Scholarship and stated that it is truly amazing to see the talent of our local youth.  Lawson 

thanked the public safety, public works and electric department during the storms, stating 

that they did an outstanding job. Council Member Hodge wanted to reiterate the appreciation 

of the City staff.  Council Member Hodge stated that she would resign her seat on Council 

effective July 31, 2018 explaining that her private business is growing and it is becoming 

difficult to fulfil her responsibilities as a Council Member.  Hodge is out of town often fulfilling 

her new obligations, making her schedule difficult to work around Council requirements and 

feels that Council deserves a member who lives in Martinsville fulltime and not just attends 

the meetings.  Mayor Teague expressed his and Councils appreciation for her contributions 

the past years while she was on Council.  City Attorney Monday explained that with the 

effective date of the resignation, Council has 30 days to determine to hold a special election or 

to appoint an interim Member.  Monday explained the procedure for Council to request that 

special election and the deadline dates that those decisions would need to be made.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood 

meeting from May 21 in the Northside-Chatham Heights area.  Council Members looked at 

several properties of concern.  There was a neighborhood meeting and he thanked Clearview 

Wesleyan Church for hosting that.  Inspections summarized property maintenance concerns 

in that area as well as the nuisance ordinance.  Towarnicki detailed resident concerns and any 

actions that have been taken so far. The meeting was well attended with good exchanges and 

interaction with residents, staff and council.  The Municipal Building will be closed on Monday 

for Memorial Day.  Towarnicki detailed local events in honor of Memorial Day and encouraged 

Council Members and residents to attend. He thanked Deborah Mitchell for her assistance in 

the 100th anniversary of the People Cemetery.  Martinsville Mustangs first home game is 

Thursday May 31. This weekend is Rooster Walk and City employees will receive a discount on 

Sunday to attend. The Community Business Launch awards were given earlier in the day and 

totaled almost $30,000.  The funds were awarded to six businesses out of 23 participants. 

Congratulations to all of the graduates and he hopes a lot of them decide to return to 

Martinsville.  

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:41pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


